
PYGMY REPORT  -  MID-AUGUST TO SEPTEMBER 
 

(Way Alege) 
 

“Every place where you set your foot will be yours… “(Deuteronomy 11: 24) 

Every day as the sun rises over the Pygmy camp and 

sets beyond the beautiful hills, we are reminded of 

God’s creation, care, unfailing love and renewed 

promises.  

Having left hectares of land behind when we 

evacuated the Pygmies, we had no hopes of 

possessing a single square meter of property in 

Komanda, an upcoming commercial center located 

75 km south of Bunia. As our ministry targets the 

Pygmies whose habitat is the forest, we had no 

dreams in the last 16 years, to get another property 

in the savannah. Now that God has put us in this new 

environment, we want to be obedient to His will. 

Making use of every free space 

The limited space at Komanda has led us to the 
rational use of every free space. Our first experience of producing vegetables on the camp has succeeded. 
We were able to distribute the first harvest of cabbages to every Pygmy household and students who are 
on internship. These latter have played a key role in organizing the camp and growing more vegetables. 
This has motivated some Pygmies to have their own gardens.    



The person who sold us the land has allowed us to use 150 m X 150 square metres for farming and setting 
up a shelter for the school and a playground for the Pygmies.  
 
At the beginning, we hoped that our children from Ataloholu would join the existing schools in Komanda.  

However, owing to the fact that all the schools in Komanda are hosting internally displaced people and 

during  the day, they use the compound for cooking and other activities and classrooms for sleeping.  So we 

were advised by the Schools Inspector to organize education for the Pygmies in a safe environment  

That is why we have lobbied a spacious property to set up a shelter for classes. Despite the lack of facilities, 

children are pushing us to organize classes where ever possible.  

The picture on the left is the shelter we are building to 

host classes in a few days. Education is our key strategy 

to build quality relationships with children and their 

parents so as to reach them for Christ. Therefore, 

without proper facilities, it is very difficult to have 

quality time with children.  

                   

Above is the Sunday school and nursery teacher having her 

sessions on the compound early in the morning before sun rises 

up, while one of the teachers  (picture on left) is holding classes 

in the house built for staff.  

 

 

 

 
 



Improving shelter using ecodomes  
 

We believed that our stay at Komanda would be shorter. But 
the recent incursion of ADF that left dozens of people lifeless 
in our former village has led us to think about designing new 
ways to make more convenient shelters for the Pygmies. So 
far, we have been using grass or tarps for shelter; but they 
are not convenient.   

 Our son 
Shaddai was 
trying to set 
up the first 
experimental 
ecodome. 
Unfortunately 
he is not 
feeling well 
and has to 
return to 
Bunia. This is 

unfortunate because he was assisted by students who are on 
the internship. We are going to lose this opportunity as they 
offer better labor. In one week, they are returning for exams 
until end of October when we can complete the started 
experiment.   
 

Praises 
 Praise God for land that is offered temporarily for farming and setting up a shelter for classes.  

 Praise God for student’s help during the internship. They made a big contribution for 45 days.  

 Praise God for our daughter Shammah who has passed her exams and completed high school   

 Praise God for the safe return of Sylvia. For one month, she went to visit her father.  

Prayers for: 

 the completion of the shelter for organizing classes 

 a playground for children. Most of children underwent traumatizing experiences. It is important to 

organize some games for them to relax their minds as well as organized classes 

 housing for teachers. They have all decided to return to Komanda. Hosting them is becoming 

difficult despite the fact that we have built one house. It will be difficult to share the same facility 

with ladies. Besides, we have in total 11 children who were discharged from the hospital and 

doctors recommended they stay under our care. Hosting them poses a lot of problems. 

 healing of Shalom’s knee . Shalom was arrested by the militiamen 

when he was demarcating the space for setting up the school 

shelter. He was brutalized and injured his knee. We neglected the 

incident. However, doctors are saying that he injured his ligaments. 

It will take longer than expected to heal. He still sustains a swollen 

knee.  

 health of Shaddai who has returned to Bunia 

 wisdom for Way returning to Komanda to settle teachers even 

though there are no clear signs of available housing.   

 


