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PYGMY REPORT -  DECEMBER 2022-January 2023 
(Way Alege) 

     

What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits toward me? (Psalm 116: 12). This Psalm 
sums up what God has done for us. Your earnest prayer have also helped in what God is 
accomplishing in the Pygmy ministry.  
 
At the early ages of schooling in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), we are taught that the 
Pygmies are the first citizens. Consequently, the 155,5 hectares of the Congo basin forest belong 
to them. However, none of them has legal rights on this immense natural resource. Instead, the 
demographic explosion, the rapid deforestation and the repeated incursions of Alliance 
Democratic Forces (ADF) rebels are daily forcing Pygmies out of the forest. This forced 
displacement has increased their vulnerability as they have little access to their natural food.  

 
For the first time in the history of 
displaced people in the Ituri Province, 
displaced Pygmies from Ataloholu to 
Komanda are the only Internally 
Displaced People who own a property 
outside of the forest thanks to gifts sent 
from Australia. 
 

This experience led the Education inspectors to urge us to organize nursery and Primary 
education within the current environment so that the Pygmies have easy access to education. 
On 23rd December 2022, we participated in the ceremony of the release of first term results.  
 
For the first time in our school records, out of 38 students, Bega (Pygmy girl), 
scored the highest mark in first grade (89%). As primary education has been 
declared free by the current government, in public schools, classrooms are 
packed to capacity and teachers don’t give attention to vulnerable children 
like the Pygmies. As a result, there is no school being attended by the 
Pygmies except ours.   
 
Although this school is basically for the Pygmy children, taking Internally 
Displaced non Pygmy children helps break the discriminatory attitude held 
towards the Pygmies. As they socialize, they can affirm their intellectual 
capacities through their performance instead of violence.   
 

 
 
The ceremony  on 
23rd  December 
gave the opportunity for non Pygmy parents to 
share a meal with the Pygmies, to hear the 
Word of God before breaking off for Christmas.  
 
School resumed again on Monday 9th January 
2023 
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Health achievements  
 

Many prayed for the 11 Pygmy 
children who were transferred 
from Komanda General Hospital 
to Bunia.  Among them was Helen 
(in the photo on the right) and 
Jeudi on the left. Both were 
diagnosed  with TB and 
malnutrition.  They spent 4 weeks 
in the hospital and 3 weeks in our 
house. We thank God that Sylvia 
my wife, was able to learn to be a 
mother of many children. 

 

 Jeudi (left in the photo) is declared healed from 
TB while Helen (right) is still under TB drugs.  
However, both of them as well as other 
children, have to be closely monitored as their 
nutrition is not consistent. That is why in total 
20 Pygmy children are served two to three 
meals per day under the supervision of the 
nurse and staff members.    
 

Learning by doing 

Monitoring children’s health does not only build relationships, but gives 

children opportunity to learn and develop their own skills that are not in 

their culture. In the forest, children would go practicing hunting as a 

hobby, they would go for forest walks and play other games that are 

related to their environment. But that is not possible in the savannah.  

As for farming in the forest, it is totally different from farming in the 

savannah.  In the forest, farmers use machetes while in savannah they use 

hoes.  It is amazing to see Pygmy children learning how to use hoes 

The children help 

their parents in their 

gardens, remove 

weeds and learning 

how to produce tree 

seedlings. 

  

Now, we are encouraging each family member to plant trees on the 

property for wind breaks, create shade and simulate the forest 

environment. Unfortunately since trees are being planted, we have 

restricted children from freely playing on the compound.    
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Special Christmas  

The Pygmies, staff members and pastors celebrated their Christmas together. All started with a 

church service held by Evangelist Mutengu 

Corneille (Left from behind), Robert Mokili 

(second), pastor Kolu Kilako (third), Lilian 

(holding a child). We are blessed by the 

presence of these people including the head 

teacher Timothy Denaya and Kuliabay 

Hortance, who are making a great spiritual 

impact among the Pygmies as well. We are 

praying for true transformation through the 

Holy Ghost and real bonding without 

discrimination so that the love of Jesus is lived 

out instead of just being preached. 

The Pygmies always accuse non Pygmy ethnic groups of discrimination, making it easy for them 

to reject any thing to do with the Christian life. But love is slowly breaking down this attitude. It 

was amazing to see Pygmies contributing financially, even though a little, to celebrate Christmas 

as a family with staff members.  

This Christmas was also special because we were able to minister in our home area (Aru), 350km 

north of Bunia, only 25km from South Sudan and 20km from Uganda. Since Brethren churches 

were planted in the DRC, this is the first evangelization mission to this part of the country that 

shares borders with South Sudan and Uganda.   

This triangle has a huge negative cultural influence from 

South Sudan and Uganda particularly on the youth. The 

ongoing fighting in South Sudan leads to the increase of 

refugees from there. Having heard about my ministry 

towards youth in the Brethren church over 30 years, my 

people accused me of not being willing to share my 

experience with them in youth ministry.  

Although the youth were our main target , approximately 

3000 people ended up hearing the voice of the 

Lord in three major centers (Aru, Ariwara and 

Ingbokolo) in 10 different sites for five days.  As 

a result, over 1000 received Jesus or returned 

to the 

Lord 

after 

having walked away from the church.  

The team of 26 trumpet musicians from Brethren churches 

in Bunia was 50% composed of youth ranging from age 13 

to 35 whose ethnic groups are involved in the clashes. Apart 

from evangelism, this mission was also to bring youth from 

different ethnic groups to build a new image of the Church in Ituri through Christ. Being mainly 

youth, they were able to draw their friends to listen to the Word of God 
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We praise and thank God for: 

 the improvement of the health of sick children though we still keep on losing others whose 

parents are reluctant to use modern medicine; 

 sending to us Mutengu Corneille (Evangelist), and Kolu Kilako (pastor). They perfectly team 

up with other staff (Robert Mokili, Lilian Asseru, Kuliabay Hortance and Denaya Timothy) 

in the ministry; 

 the approval of our school by the inspectors; 

 His continuing guidance and provision.  

 the timely repair of the car that was donated for the ministry. The first work it did is 

fetching souls for Jesus. We believe that this has opened a  door for the ministry.  

Pray for:  

 the acquisition of a playground and simulation of forest for the Pygmy. 

Now that we have acquired the property and settled the Pygmies at 

Komanda, we would like them to retain their culture of environment 

protection. They have kept the nature intact by using it sustainably. 

Children who were displaced with their parents and those born at 

Komanda, may not be connected to nature. The person who sold us the 

property is willing to extend our limits down at the foot of the slope where 

children can have a secure place for sports  

 

 the completion of the hanger that served as classrooms. We were able 

to protect children from heat. But during stormy rains, classes are 

interrupted and children are exposed to the cold 

 

 

 an appropriate facility for the nursery school. The inspectors instructed 

that according to the age of children, their facilities have to be separated 

from those of older ones to prevent them from accidents. 

 

    the feeding program.  Twice we have received assistance from the 

government.  Our work was evaluated positively .  The 

negative remark was about the office.  Although we built 

the required office in Ataloholu we could not hire an office 

outside of the site as we cannot be detached from the 

beneficiaries for transparency purposes 

 

 

  the completion of the housing for female staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 


